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The (lark-blue waters ar<.)uncl the Honins 
teem with fish- -wahoo up to 1.00 pounds, 
mackerel, tuna, rock cod, and many varieties 
of small reef fish. Schools of sardines scud 
Ihrous'h shallow waters like dark clouds. The 
islands supported a major fishery and two 
japancse whaling; stations before the war. 

Cliichi fishermen regularly cross the open 
sea to the now-unin!iabited isles of Muko 
lima, 40 miles away, and Ilaha Jima, 25 
miles, when fishing iiromiscs to lie better 
there. • 
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up goes (l»c Hag. Americans lake Suril)aclii on ri-b- 
ruary 23, a moment immortalized by Associated Press 
photographer Joe Rosenthal. I'or the next 23 years 
the Stars and Stripes Hew trom the heii^ht day and 
night. Now a copper reproduction ol the flag honor.s 
the campaign in which, in Adm. Cliester W. Nimitz’s 
words, “uncommon valor was a common virtue.” 


nu.sty wroekage of battle, a remnant ol a Japanese 
tracked vehicle appears on an Iwo beach; the restlc.s.s 
sea constantly exitoses and buries such debris. Plans 
call lor the IJ.S. to continue operating loran (long- 
range navigation) stations on Iwo and Mttreus Islands. 
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D-Day on Ivvo Jima: Marines hit the beach on Feb- 
ruary 19, 1945. Struggling through volcanic ash, they 
isolate 548-foot Mount Suribachi, only high ground 
on the eight-square-mile island. Some 2 1,000 Japanese 
defenders, concealed in caves, blockhouses, and pill- 
boxes, fought on for a month. The death toll: 6,821 
Americans and all but 1,083 Japanese. 
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